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PERCEPTIONSAND ATTITUDES
TOWARDS ELDERLY AMONG
THE STUDENTS

INTRODUCTION

The elderly are a precious asset for any country. With rich
experience and wisdom, they contribute their might for sustenance and
progress of the nation. Their special health and economic issues differ
from those of the general population. The United Nations Principles
address the independence, participation, care, self-fulfillment and dig-
nity of older persons as an ensured priority. The elderly are a precious
asset for any country. With rich experience and wisdom, they contrib-
ute their might for sustenance and progress of the nation. Their special
health and economic issues differ from those of the general population.
The United Nations Principles address the independence, participa-
tion, care, self-fulfillment and dignity of older persons as an ensured
priority.

IMPORTANCE OF ELDERLY

With the decline in fertility and mortality rates accompanied by
an improvement in child survival and increased life expectancy, a sig-
nificant feature of demographic change is the progressive increase in
the number of elderly persons. Increasing life span and poor health
care add to the degree of disability among the elderly and compound
the problems of care giving. In India, the life expectancy has steadily
gone up from 32 years at the time of independence to over 63 in 2001.
The elderly experience changes in different aspects of their lives.

With rapid increase in elderly population accompanied by a
decline in the physiological functions in this age group, the foremost
apparent challenge is to prevent physiological ageing getting converted
into pathological ageing i.e. when diseases supervene. The psychoso-
cial environment around elderly is also to be kept healthy.

The care of the elderly is drawing more and more attention of
the Government and public. It is already a major social and health prob-
lem in affluent countries. While science has prolonged life, the changes
that it has brought about in cultural and social patterns have robbed the
elderly of their status and self-esteem and have deprived them of chance
to function adequately in the society.

Q15 WSS - SnONSTRSY - Spsevr - 2014 - ISSN: 2278-7550 102



